	A.D.
	(see Chronology: B.C. & A.D.)

	Aegyptiaca
	Title of the work of MANETHO

	Akhet
	The month of Inundation

	B.C. 
	(see Chronology: B.C. & A.D.)

	Biennial Cattle Count
	A census of cattle conducted every two years (apparently). Used as a dating device during the Old Kingdom. Appears on the Palermo Stone. See also Palermo Stone.

	c.
	(see Chronology: circa)

	Calendars
	(see Lunar Calendar and Civil Calendar)

	Chronology: Absolute Chronology
	

	Chronology: B.C. & A.D.
	Dating terms. Used in the Western system of dating. B.C. means ‘Before (the birth of) Christ’ and A.D. means Anno Domini, or ‘After the Birth of Christ’. The dating system acts like a number line in math.  The center point is year 0 (or the ‘Birth of Christ’), and the further one goes away from that fixed center point, in either direction – going back in time or forward in time, the higher the numbers get. This is the system of dating we use. When we say that the current date is 2005, it is a shortcut for 2005 A.D. - meaning 2005 years AFTER year 0. The next year in the future will be 2006 A.D. Going into the past from year 0, 2005 B.C. would mean 2005 years BEFORE year 0, and one year further into the past from 2005, would be 2006. The terms B.C.E. and C.E. mean ‘Before Common Era’ (B.C.E.) and ‘Common Era’ (C.E.), follow the EXACT same dating pattern as B.C. and A.D., and are completely interchangeable with them

	Chronology: circa
	Generally abbreviated c. Circa is used interchangeably with ‘approximately’, ‘around’ or ‘about’ when dealing with a date. This indicates that the date given is an approximation and includes a possible larger date range. For instance c. 3500 B.C. would generally mean “sometime around 3500 BC, give or take”.  Circa is ONLY used with TIME, and with specific numerical DATES. (It is not properly used in constructions such as c. 11th century AD., but rather in a construction such as c. 1100 AD).

	Chronology: Relative Chronology
	

	circa
	(see Chronology: circa)

	Civil Calendar
	This Calendar was created due to problems with the Lunar Calendar for administrative purposes. This calendar was entirely fixed in days. It had 12 months, each with 30 days. 3 weeks of 10 days each to a month. 360 days to the years AND 5 extra days added at the end of the year. The calendar slipped ahead one day every four years, but this probably didn’t matter for the purpose of short term administrative reckonings because it was never corrected. Every 4 months was grouped into 1 season, for 3 seasons to the year: AKHET – inundation, PERET – spring, planting, SHOMU – summer.

	Days on the Year
	5 extra days added at the end of the year in the Civil Calendar.

	Hathor 
	

	Helical Rising 
	(see Sirius)

	Heroditus
	

	Hierakonpolis
	Important site in the Naqada Period. See Naqada Period.

	Horus
	

	Intercalculation 
	(See Lunar Calendar)
	
	

	Intermediate Periods
	(See Kingdoms (Chronological))

	Inundation
	General word meaning a state of being flooded or covered with something, in this case refers to the annual flooding of the Nile.

	Isis
	

	Josephus
	a Jewish writer of the 4th centuryBC (500 years after Manetho), in whose writings are preserved excerpts from the AEGYPTIACA of MANETHO.

	King lists
	Written and inscribed lists of kings. Aside from the Palermo Stone, the South Saqqara Stone, and the history of Manetho (which are normally called ‘annals’ and a ‘history’, respectively), the preserved and well known kinglists are the Turin Papyrus (also called ‘the Turin Canon’ – written in ink on papyrus) and the Abydos, Karnak and Saqqara Kinglists (inscribed in stone in these temples). These temple lists tend to be incomplete – for instance the Abydos list leaves out kings felt to be illegitimate by later generations, and the Karnak list is very incomplete.

In addition, they are probably not drawn up for an accurate recording of history, but rather for cultic reasons – placed in temples as offering forms, offerings placed in front of list of names of royal predecessors would transfer to them, The order of names in the list might have to do with the order of placement of their statues in the temple, not with their chronological order at all.

	Kingdoms (Chronological)
	To lend clarity to the system of Manetho , a modern system is overlaid on top of dynasty sequences – periods of unity are called KINGDOMS, periods of internal disunity or overlapping Dynasties are called INTERMEDIATE PERIODS.

	Lunar Calendar
	Probably the earliest official calendar system in Egypt. A calendrical system based on the phases of the moon and liked to the natural agricultural cycle and the seasons. In this lunar calendar there were 12 months to a year - ~354 days. Every 3 years a 13th month was added – this intercalculation kept the lunar months in sync with the agricultural cycle and kept agricultural festivals at the right times. This had disadvantages for administrative purposes as some months had 29-30 days sometimes 28, some years had 12 months and some 15. This made it hard to keep track of wages and rations. To deal with these problems a Civil Calendar was created. 

	Lunar Reckoning 
	(see Lunar Calendar)

	Manetho
	Ptolemaic (Greek rule of Egypt, prior to Roman period Egypt) period Egyptian priest who compiled a list of Dynasties for the Ptolemaic pharaohs. This history contains lists of gods, demigods, heroes and kings. Manetho’ system lists 30 dynasties, and is the basis for the whole dynastic listing of modern Egyptology. It was the standard framework used by early historians in the 19th century. It reflects the Egyptian tradition of history. Unlike HERODITUS, he was a native Egyptian and literate in the Egyptian writing systems, much more specific in names and dates. Disadvantages: Aimed at informing foreigners – much references to Greek events and use of Greek names, very derisive of Heroditus. It may have been intended as an introduction to cults and rituals. It is also ~3,000 years after the beginning of Egyptian history, a very late source and is totally dependant on earlier written sources. This work = THE AEGYPTIACA, 3 volumes. None still in existence except as excerpts in works of later authors – for instance in the works of JOSEPHUS a Jewish writer of the 4th centuryBC (500 years later). These shorter versions disagree as to names and lengths of reigns. In Manetho kings grouped by common place of residence, but there is also tendency to divide the dynasties by major historical events. Also the lists are presented as purely sequential, when there actually is quite a bit of overlap between various dynasties. To lend clarity a modern system is overlaid on top of dynasty sequences – periods of unity are called KINGDOMS, periods of internal disunity or overlapping Dynasties = INTERMEDIATE PERIODS.

	Menes
	Legendary king said to be responsible for the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt. First king to whom the kingship was handed down after the rule of Horus according to Manetho.

	Merimde Beni Salame
	

	Merimde Beni Salame (Also spelled Merimda)
	

	Nagada
	
	
	

	Naqada
	Important site in the Naqada Period.

	Naqada Period
	NAQADA I (older term Amratian) 

(~4,000-3,500BC – Brit Museum) 

Succeeding phase of Upper Egyptian Culture (after Badarian), 

By end of period sprawling settlements at Naqada and Hierakonpolis.

Extended over most of southern Upper Egypt (unlike Badarian). 

Record biased in favor of southern Upper Egypt because floodplain has lost evidence for Middle and Lower Egypt in these periods. Even so Naqada and Hierakonpolis were likely to have been of particular importance because they were near desert valleys leading to gold mines and the red sea.

Domestication of the donkey and cattle. 

Grave goods include clay and ivory figures and stone vessels (normally of basalt)

Introduction of new types of material culture: 

Bricks, (Mudbricks)

Stone cosmetic palettes, 

Stone mace heads New type of pottery alongside black topped red ware  white incised potter with stylized scenes (including hunting scenes)

Naqada II (or Gerzean) -3,500-3,100BC, Next to Final stage of Upper Egyptian Predynastic. Extreme aridity of desert. 

At Naqada and Hierakonpolis, contraction from low density spread out settlements to tightly packed towns..   Culture reached North to the Fayum and even to the north east Delta site Minshat Abu Omar. 

Naqada II grave goods – include: Animal shaped slate cosmetic palettes with inlaid shell eyes , Hard stone vessels, Hard stone pear-shaped mace-heads, Pottery, Wavy handled jars inspired by Palestinian models, BUFF WARE Pottery with  MOTIFS in purple paint (characteristic of period), Finest work in flint at this period knives with rippled blades and carved handles in bone or ivory. Latest palettes and knife-handles bear scenes of hunting and war. 

At Hierakonpolis and Naqada, walls around towns

Size discrepancy between largest and smallest tombs grew much greater at Hierakonpolis, Naqada and Abydos

Largest ones bricklined

PAINTED TOMB: One Tomb at Hierakonpolis was decorated with paintings forming what is essentially a large mural on one of its walls. Images include symbols of power such as the ‘smiting pose’ which would become a lasting and very important image of kingship in the Pharaonic period. Another image of power is the figure of a man who holds two lions by the neck. This particular motif was a frequent one in the art of Mesopotamia, and is considered to be probable evidence of contact in this period. Boat motifs very important – seen before in pottery of period

Naqada III:

The Naqada III period is also known as Dynasty 0. This is the truly formative period just prior to the unification of Egypt, in which one can begin to identify rulers and specific events. Rulers appear to have controlled large parts of Egypt. There is convincing evidence for the emergence of at least three Upper Egyptian states, centered at This (The city for which Abydos was a necropolis), Naqada and Hierakonpolis, and possibly even a smaller, fourth territory ruled by an individual buried at Gebelein. These rulers used recognizable royal iconography to express the ideological basis of their power, and may therefore justifiably be called kings. 

Traditionally the advent of writing and the unification of Egypt are placed at the beginning of Dynast 1. However, at this point the writing system is fully in place. Egyptian writing must have evolved over a long period of time. Very early predynastic kings left behind stylized symbols that conveyed more information than a simple picture, and some left evidence of short phrases, though we currently cannot completely translate their meaning. Some of these inscriptions have common signs. 

The real problem with calling this period "Dynasty 0" is that the term "dynastic" is used in Egyptology to group either a family of rulers, or at least those who ruled from a specific place. However, in the Naqada III Period, we cannot establish family lines and the term "Dynasty 0" attempts to take in rulers in different locations ruling different territories. Nevertheless, the term "Dynasty 0" has come into general use and is unlikely to be discarded. 



	Osiris
	

	Palermo Stone
	I.
 (c. 2400 B.C) – 1 of several fragments of 5th Dynast diorite basalt stele. inscribed on both sides with royal annals stretching back to mythical prehistoric rulers. Main fragment known since 1866, in collection of Palermo Archaeological Museum, Sicily. Pieces in Egy. Museum, Cairo + Petrie Mus., London. originally 2.1m long X 0.6m wide, most now missing. no info on provenience. Appears to be authentic in correlation to other finds.

	Papyrus (material)
	Paper-like writing material manufactured from the papyrus plant. Often used as part of the common name of a specific document written on this material (e.g. ‘The Edwin-Smith Papyrus’, ‘The Ebers’ Medical Papyrus’ and ‘The Turin Papyrus’)

	Papyrus (plant)
	A kind of marsh reed. Often depicted as the heraldic plant of Lower Egypt. Quite often used with mythical symbolism, and for pragmatic purposes, such as boat building and shelters).

	Peret
	The month of Planting (Spring to us)

	Predynastic
	The Neolithic Period, or part thereof in Egypt. Some authors denote the entire Neolithic as the Predynastic, and others only use the term for the Late Neolithic period encompassing the Nagada I, II and III periods. The latter usage is more often employed.

	Prehistoric and Prehistory
	Has to do with cultures before/without writing. A Problem is that as the term and those associated with it (such as the ‘lithic’ terms: Peleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and similar) are determined on cultural basis, and are both culturally and chronologically descriptive, there may exist the possibility for conflict between a cultural application of the term and a temporal one.

	Prehistoric Archaeology
	Deals with cultures before/without writing. 

a) Although ‘historic’ archaeology deals with a culture at a time in which writing existed, often when it involves the study of an illiterate segment of population, it is to all intents and purposes, prehistoric. 

b) Some of the major advances in the promotion of scientific techniques and practices in archaeology have come from prehistoric archaeology.

	Ra (see RE)
	
	
	

	Re 
	

	Regnal Year
	A year date based on the reign of a particular king. Important political and religious dates not measured by # of years since single fixed dated but by years since accession of current king – regnal years. Typical format: day ___ of [first] month of the season [peret] in [fifth] year of [Name of King]. – reign of each new king = new beginning both philosophically + pragmatically given fact that dates were so expressed, result = psychological tendency to regard each new reign as fresh point of origin – each king reenacting/reworking universal myths of kingship

	Renpet
	Hieroglyphic sign for YEAR – shows up on the Palermo Stone.

	Sekhmet
	

	Seth
	

	Shemu
	The month of Summer
	

	Sirius
	The ‘dog star’, known as SOPDET (often personified as a Goddess) in Ancient Egypt. Observations of the rising of this star at certain times of the year (its ‘Helical Rising’) aid in chronological placement. The rising correlated with beginning of the solar year only once every 1,456 years.

	Sopdet 
	(see Siris)

	South Saqqara Stone
	Stelae similar to the Palermo Stone. Originates in the same time period, has a similar layout and information. Stelaewas reused as a sarcophagus lid and was so polished as to render the original inscription practically illegible. 

	Stelae
	

	Turin Papyrus, the
	Preserved in fragments. A list of kings from the earliest to Dynasty 19, composed during the reign of Ramesses II. This documents begins to reflect Dynastic breaks. The Old Kingdom still presented as a simple block of reigns, and certain dynasties are in very fragmentary form – better known from monuments. A very good list for the 2nd and 12th Dynasties – corresponds well to contemporary monuments.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


