Lecture 11: Egypt Part II: Creation Myths, The Unification, Early Dynastic (Dyn 1-3) and Old Kingdom (Dyn 4-8)
I. Creation Myths:

A. Cosmology – had to do with the geology, climate, environment and natat=ural phenomena that people experienced.

B. Creation myths: many many creation myths. In most, prior to creation – permanent inundation, infinite primordial ocean/watery void of chaos, inert potential for action and creation ( NUN – both ocean and deity. In most of these myths, the first thing to emerge from Nun was the primordial mound, often with the creator deity on top. Influenced by reality of Nile flood – when flood recedes, first things to emerge are islands/mounds. Many different variations. In one a great bird – the “Great Cackler” lays a giant egg on the mound from which the created universe hatches. Hermopolis – 8 gods, 4 sets of male and female pairs – males frog headed, females – snake headed. Many different temples claiming to be site of first creation. 

C. Heliopolitan Tradition: Atum rises on the primordial mound (where later sun temple was located), stands on mound and creates the other gods – by sneezing them out, spitting them out, or by act of self generation depending on version. 

1. 1st generation ( Shu (male, dryness) +Tefnut (female, moisture). Shu often depicted in act of separating Earth and Sky (personified as deities), their children in the 

2. 2nd generation: Geb (Earth, male deity) and Nut (female, sky – often depicted as a cow or a woman with stars on her belly. Swallows sun at night and gives birth to it in the morning). 
3. 3rd generation: Osiris + Isis, Seth +Nepthys

D. Myth of Osiris, Isis, Horus, Seth. Importance of Abydos as center of worship for Osiris
E. Kingship and Horus

· Serekh of Djer with horus falcon

· Kings of Dynasty I all have Horus on the Serekh

· Dynasty II – PERIBSEN – has SETH ANIMAL on Serekh

· Sucessor Khasekhemwy – “The two powers have appeared’ – has BOTH Horus falcon and Seth animal on serekh.

II. Unification

A. Themes in Predynastic Before Unification

a. Growing Power and Inequality: 
i. Slight evidence of inequality even in Badarian period – evidence of inequalirt beyween some graves.
ii.  Growing evidence of inequality in Naqada ( evidence from graves, site size, and art. 
iii. Painted tomb at Hierakonpolis & TOMB U-J at ABYDOS

iv. Growth of Kingship as institution. Increasingly political and economic power centrailized in regional power centers. 
b. Violence and conflict: 

i. Artistic evidence: Evidence from knife handles, themes of conflict on Hierakonpolis wall painting, themes of conflict (between humans and animals) on palettes.

ii. Physical evidence: 

1. Maadi – later level covered in cvharred ash and charred human bone ( earlier than unification, 

2. vanishing of A Group at Castul (include?), 

3. fading/vanishing/extinction of Naqada as power site during Naqada III period by Hierakonpolis
c. Foreign influences – 

d. Foreign influences felt in Predynastic period

e. Recap: master of animals 
B. Menes

III. Early Dynastic  (Dynasty 1-3)

A. Culture/Political change – 

B. Fundamental change in kingship

C. Bigger burials

D. Human sacrifice (?)

E. 2nd King of Dynasty I - ~338 people/retainers buried in subsidiary burials – some people believe that they were sacrified at elaborate funerary ritual – being sent off fully equipped to take care of Egypt in the next realm. Practice dies out with the last king of Dynasty II.

F. Subsidiary Burials:

a. King Aha - 33 subsidiary burials at tomb B10, 15, 19 

b. Djer. - 318 subsidiary burials at Tomb O 

c. Djet - 174 subsidiary burials at Tomb Z 

d. Merytnit - 41 subsidiary burials at Tomb Y 

e. Den - 136 subsidiary burials at Tomb T 

f. Anedjib - 64 subsidiary burials at Tomb X 

g. Semerkhet - 68 subsidiary burials at Tomb U 

h. Qa'a - 26 subsidiary burials at Tomb Q 

IV. Old Kingdom (Dynasty 4-8)

A. Especially important Djoser, Khufu. Person of king – center of power and might. Temples other (than tombs of king) – mudbrick, etc. Toned down in  Dyn V-VI. Trends = centralization of power, Kufu – pyramid city – courtiers all buried there (after natural death). 
B. By Dyn V-VI officials being buried in their ownnomes. Governmental restructuring, earlier – high posts filled by relatives of the kinf, rest of berauracracy compartmentalized by broader function, didn’t have power bases. Changes – changes in efficiency, ore efficient to have mayors, etc, people close to the ground, more efficient but more dangerous. Pyramids get smaller, Dyn V sun temples rivaled tem in size, tombs of elites get bigger and finer. King still epitome of power. Dyn V text: Official accidentally brushed by kings scepter – king said incantation and made it all better. Concept of king (and apparel of king) as being ‘charged’ with divine power so much so that contact might be dangerous to ordinary people.
C. End of Old Kingdom:

D. Pepy II

E. Comes to throne at 6 years old, rules for 94 years, longest reign of any Egyptian king, married half sister (daughter of father + aunt), also married niece, harem scandal during reign, (later homosexual rumours). Later in reign people start ignoring court based titles, corruption and arrests in various temples, Nubians getting stronger, Asiatics coming in from Sinai, Egypt getting weaker, 30% drop in floods, Pepy II giving out tax exemptions right and left, royal crown probably in need of funds, catastrophic lack/drop in floods undermined faith in king. 
V. 1st Intermediate Period
