I. Covered material from the Royal Tombs of Ur

a. Royal Tombs of UR: Early Dynastic III Period.

b. Leonard Wooley

c. Multiple tombs of elite individuals

d. Including QUEEN PUABI

e. Great Death Pit

f. Human Sacrifice on a massive scale

g. Elite objects

II. Language & Script
A. Script: Cuneiform (‘wedge’) script: wedge shaped – stylus on clay. Originally pictographic, over time totally abstracted. 3,000 years of use.

B. Languages of Mesopotamia:

1. Sumerian (Ergative – grammatical structure) – language isolate ( monosyllabic or bisyllabic roots

2. Akkadian (East Semitic) – Babylonian and Assyrian

C. History of writing: 

a. Earliest writing ~ 3,000 BC – most in word signs (no grammar preserved), not sure what language they were written in – might have been Sumerian?

b. By 2,700 BC texts written in Sumerian

c. Aboout 100 years later after this first evidence of texts, by around 2,600 there are Akkadian Semitic names preserved in Sumerian texts

d. By 1,900/2,000BC Sumerian died out as a spoken language BUT after that period comes the largest amount of written Sumerian texts

e. By around (1?)500BC (?) spoken Akkadian replaced by spoken Aramaic

f. To around 1,200 BC. Wherever people are using cuneiform, they are studying Sumerian and Akkadian school texts, even when speaking some other language written in cuneiform, as were most of the languages of Mesopotamia, including Eblaite, Elamite, Hurrian.

g. Aramaic w
h. as very important from around 1,000BC on

i. Texts that recognized profusion of languages, ethnolinguistic identiy and labels don’t use Sumerian/Akkadian to distinguish from each other

III. Chronology
