Gen Info, Prehistory, History, Art History, Anthropology, Archaeology, Terminology

I. Took general look at maps of Ancient Near East – All ready for download
II. Art History and Archaeology:

A. Art history is very closely attached to history, and therefore, when the subject of study is ancient societies, is allied very closely to archaeology as well. 

B. Archaeology is one of the 4 sub disciplines of the Discipline of ANTHROPOLOGY which include: 

1. Cultural Anthropology (Study of the Cultures of Living Human Populations), 

2. Archaeology (Study of the Products of Past human Civilization), 

3. Biological Anthropology (Study of the human body – of current populations, and of past populations), and 

4. Linguistic Anthropology (Study of language). 

C. Definition of CULTURE:  

D. Archaeology is subdivided into the fields of:

1.  Historical Archaeology (cultures with writing) and 

2. Prehistoric Archaeology (cultures before/without writing). 

a)  Although ‘historic’ archaeology deals with a culture at a time in which writing existed, often when it involves the study of an illiterate segment of population, it is to all intents and purposes, prehistoric. 

b) Some of the major advances in the promotion of scientific techniques and practices in archaeology have come from prehistoric archaeology.

c) Historical Archaeology very closely allied to history. Can sometimes be almost as much history as archaeology. Texts need to be looked at as archaeological artifacts in their own right, and analyzed that way – not viewed merely in the light of their actual words – a text is the product of the writer and cannot be assumed to be unbiased or ‘true’ just because it is ancient. 

E. Modern Egyptology is a combination of many different disciplines and specialties. These include linguistics, history, archaeology, biological studies, and art history, to name only a few.  

III.   A Brief History of Archaeology: 

A. Evidence of Archaeology/antiquitarianism in Antiquity: 

1. Very evident through most stages of Egyptian History – Common feeling that the older something was the better it was- more ‘perfect’, more important, more enlightened, more reliable. Claims of great age for documents would add greatly to their value in the eyes of the beholder. 

2. Veneration for antiquity is seen in the other kingdoms and cultures of the ancient Near East and in Greece, but far more in Egypt.
3. In the 16th and 17th centuries great interest arose in antiquities. Unfortunately a great deal of this interest revolved around finding curiosities and treasures and bring them home to display. Excavation normally involved tomb robbing and looting, not scientific methods.

4. In the 18th and 19th centuries the study of antiquities became more scientific, especially when the decoding of the system of hieroglyphics made greater understanding possible. 

