Lecture 21:
I. The First Intermediate Period Continued

II. Review of Past Lessons and Overview of Historical Framework

A. Egyptian Historical Overview

1) Prehistory (Before Predynastic):

1. Paleolithic: c. 700,000-7,000BP (Epipaleolithic: c. 10,000 – 7,000 BP)

2. Neolithic: ‘Saharan Neolithic’ (Ian Shaw): c. 8,800-4,7000 BC

2) Predynastic: c.5,300 – 3,000 BC. Lower Egyptian: ~5,300-4,000BC - Merimde Beni Salame, Fayum. Upper Egyptian: 4,400-3,000 – Badarian, Naqada I, II & III. Ends with Dynasty 0.
3) Archaic Period/Early Dynastic Period: 3,000-____ . (3,100-2705BC - Oriental Institute Museum) Dynasties 1-2.
4) Old Kingdom: (2705BC-2,250 - Oriental Institute Museum). Dynasties 3-6.
5) 1st Intermediate Period: (2,250-2,134BC - Oriental Institute Museum). Dynasties 7-10
6) Middle Kingdom: (2,134BC-1,675 - Oriental Institute Museum). Dynasties 11-13.
7) 2nd  Intermediate Period: (1,675BC - Oriental Institute Museum). Dynasties 14-17
8) New Kingdom: (1,550-1070BC - Oriental Institute Museum). Dynasties 18-20
9) 3rd Intermediate Period: (1070-664BC - Oriental Institute Museum): Dynasty 25 (Nubian)
10) Late Period: (664-332BC - Oriental Institute Museum) Dynasties 26-31.

· Dynasty 26: Native Egyptian. 

· Dynasty 27: Persian Rule

· Dynasties 28-30: Egyptian. Dynasty 30 – last native Egyptian rule of Egypt

· Dynasty 31: Persian rule

11) Ptolemaic Period: (332BC-30BC - Oriental Institute Museum). 332 Alexander the Great invades Egypt and drives out the Persians

12) Roman Period: (30BC-4th century AD - Oriental Institute Museum).

13) Byzantine (Coptic) Period: (4th century AD – 7th century AD - Oriental Institute Museum). Last dated hieroglyphic Inscription: AD. 394.

14) Islamic invasion: AD641

B. Mesopotamian & ANE Historical Overview. According to Oriental Institute Museum
1) Prehistory:

1. Paleolithic (Upper, Middle to Lower): 2,500,000-100,000BC (Oriental Institute Museum)

2. Epipaleolithic: 14,000-9,000BC

3. Prepottery Neolithic: 9,000-7,000BC

2) Neolithic through cities ( “From Villages to Cities”: c.6,000-4,000BC

1. Samarra: c. 6,100-5,500BC

2. Hassuna: c. 6,200-5,700

3. Halaf: c. 5,600-5,000

4. Ubaid 0-1: c. 5,800-5,200

5. Ubaid 2: c. 5,200-4,900

6. Ubaid 3-4: c. 4,900-4,000

3)  “Urban Explosion”: c. 3,500-2,900BC Uruk and Jamdat Nasr Periods
4) “City-States” (Early Dynastic): 2,900-2,330BC

5) Akkadian Empire/Akkadian Period: c.2,330BC-2,150BC

6) “Sumerian Revival” (UrIII Period): 2,100-2,000BC

7) “Rival Kingdoms” (Isin/Larsa/Old Babylonian / Old Assyrian): c. 2,000-1,600.

8) Babylonian Decline: c. 1,600-1,400

9) “An international Age” (Kassite, Mitanni and Middle Assyrian): 1,500-1,150

10) Period of Decline: c. 1,200-900BC

11) The Last Empires (NeoAssyrian/NeoBabylonian): 900BC-539BC

12) After the Fall of Babylon (Achaemenids, Alexander and Seleucids): c. 539-141BC

1. Cyrus the Great (Persian) conquers: 539BC

2. Alexander the Great (Macedonian Greek) conquers: 331BC

3. Empire of Alexander divided: 323BC

13) Pathians, Sasanians & Advent of Islam: 141BC-AD637

C. Ancient PERSIA (have not discussed in class). Definition of ‘Persia’ – originally southwestern Iran around the area of the province of Fars, now – the general area of what is now the country of Iran.

1) Archaic Susiana Period: c. 6,800-5,800BC (site – Choga Mish). Early Susiana: c. 5,800-5,600, MS: c. 5,600-4,200, LS: c. 4,00-3,600 (Khuzestan) – partly contemporary with Bakun culture: c. 4,200-3,800 (highlands).

2) Protoliterate: c. 3,400-3,000BC

3) Persian Empire Period
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III. Egyptian Religion

Here, I will attempt to discuss basic information on four of the main themes of Egyptian Religion and cosmology. By cosmology, I mean beliefs about the structure and nature of the universe. I will first cover beliefs about the nature of the world: the creation of the world and the structure of the created world in respect to order and chaos. I will then discuss the nature of the gods and the afterlife. 

These definitions were collected from Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, 1975.

Egyptology: The study of Ancient Egypt

Goddess: n. A female god

Deity/deities (pl): n. A god or goddess

Polytheism: n. Belief in or worship of more than one god

Henotheism: n. Worship of one god w/out denying existence of other gods

Transcendent: (3) adj. lying beyond the limits of the universe or material existence
I begin with the creation, as described by Siegfried Morenz, among others. There are many creation myths in Egyptian Religion, which has no fixed doctrine. All these myths start with the waters of chaos, an ocean known as Nun (perhaps an origin of the Waters spoken of in Genesis). Nun was the source of all creation. From Nun arose the ‘primordial mound’ – the first earth. Early pyramids may have represented this mound. In one version the first life on the mound were deities in the forms of frogs and snakes. In other versions the creator deity stood on the mound when it arose. This creator created the world as well as all other gods. In one myth the creator created the world when he opened his eye as the sun. In others he generated it through masturbation, created it through craftsmanship as a potter, or (as in Christianity) spoke it into existence. In certain versions the creator arises upon a great lotus flower rather than a mound. These myths are seen as complimentary approaches to an overarching truth.

The world once created is seen as a bubble of order which floats in the midst of Nun. There is the threat that chaos may overwhelm order and all will sink back into non-creation. The chaos of Nun is necessary as it is the source of action, regeneration, growth and change. The threat of entropic chaos is embodied in the evil serpent Apophis which every night attempts to destroy the sun god. The active potential of chaos is embodied in the antisocial god Seth who must kill Apophis each night. Therefore chaos is both positive and negative, and both order and chaos are necessary to balance.

There are many gods in the Egyptian system. They were created with the world, are a part of the world, and are not truly transcendent, according to Erik Hornung. The gods are given multiple forms of representation, the average god may be shown in full human form, with an animal head, or in full animal form. Sometimes different gods take on the same depiction.  

For instance here, both Re and Amun  take on different aspects of a ram.

Here, Hathor is shown in multiple modes of depiction – fully human, with cow ears, and as a cow. 

Here, two deities take on various types of feline form.

 According to Hornung, these modes of depiction are not intended to show the true form of the deity: “Whatever combination the Egyptians chose, the mixed form of their gods is nothing other than a hieroglyph, a way of “writing” not the name but the nature and function of the deity in question… No thinking Egyptian would have imagined that the true form of Amun was a man with a ram’s head.”

The gods were important both in life and death. The afterlife was different for pharaohs and regular mortals. In the afterlife the pharaoh would ascend to the heavens to take his place as a god. The pyramids were conceived of as a kind of “Stairway to Heaven”, and the texts carved in them reflect the transformation of the Pharaoh into a god. For regular people the afterlife was a continuation of earthly life but improved. Mummification or the embalming of the body ensured that the person had a body to inhabit in the afterlife. After death there was a final judgment before Osiris, the god of the underworld. The person’s heart was weighed on a scale against the holy feather of Maat, embodiment of right order. If the person was a wrongdoer the heart would weigh heavier than the feather and would be thrown to the monster Ammit, the devourer. Once this test was passed the person would pass on to the afterlife. Offerings of food and drink kept the person fed in the afterlife. The principle of Substitution meant that magically representations could work as well as the actual object. Therefore people were supplied with images of themselves before tables of food and other supplies, figures of people bringing them offerings, models of estates and workshops (fully staffed), servant figures called Shabtis to do their work for them and reliefs of people enjoying hunting parties and banquets. 

In conclusion, I have presented some basic information on a few of the main themes of Egyptian Religion. The Egyptians had no fixed doctrine and had many creation myths and many means of depicting deities taken as different but valid ways of approaching the truth. The world was seen as a balance of order and chaos, both of which were necessary in moderation. The afterlife was conceived of a positive extension of life on earth and was prepared for accordingly. The concept of preserving order carried through into the underworld.

