1. Naqada II (or Gerzean)

a) ~3,500-3,100BC, Final stage of Upper Egyptian Predynastic 

b) Extreme aridity of desert

c) At Naqada and Hierakonpolis, contraction from low density spread out settlements to tightly packed towns. 

d) Culture reached North to the Fayum and even to the north east Delta site Minshat Abu Omar.

e) Sites of MAADI at the Delta Apex, and BUTO in the Western Delta – evidence of a separate culture. Maadi seems to have been center for trade of copper from Sinai. [Image: A Burial of the Maadi culture. Wadi Digla Cemetery, fourth millennium BC – World of the Pharaohs page 12 ( the body lies on its right side, legs drawn up, hands in front of the face. ]

f) Naqada II grave goods – include

(1) Animal shaped slate cosmetic palettes with inlaid shell eyes

(2) Hard stone vessels

(3) Hard stone pear-shaped mace-heads

(4) Pottery

(a) Wavy handled jars inspired by Palestinian models

(b) BUFF WARE Pottery with MOTIFS in purple paint (characteristic of period)

(5) Finest work in flint at this period knives with rippled blades and carved handles in bone or ivory

(6) Latest palettes and knife-handles bear scenes of hunting and war. 

g) At Hierakonpolis and Naqada, walls around towns

h) Size discrepancy between largest and smallest tombs 

i) Grew much greater at Hierakonpolis, Naqada and Abydos

j) Largest ones brick-lined

k) PAINTED TOMB: One Tomb at Hierakonpolis was decorated with paintings forming what is essentially a large mural on one of its walls. Images include symbols of power such as the ‘smiting pose’ which would become a lasting and very important image of kingship in the Pharaonic period. Another image of power is the figure of a man who holds two lions by the neck. This particular motif was a frequent one in the art of Mesopotamia, and is considered to be probable evidence of contact in this period. Boat motifs very important – seen before in pottery of Naqada I-II
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